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Planning Office dé.di’cate; Héve?hiﬁﬁorﬂabléﬂasing development

By Jou Lockwoop

HAVERHILL — Cardinal Sesn P
O’Malley, local politicians and com-

munity leaders joined the Archdiocese
of Boston’s Planning Office for Urban
Affairs (POUA) for a historic ribbon
cutting ceremony on Oct. 15 to mark
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people there”

The ceremony celebrated the
opening of The Hayes at Rail-
road Square, a 57-unit mixed-
income housing complex in
downtown Haverhill. — The
building opened to residents
on Sept. 7.

Speakers at the event
included Cardinal O’Malley,
POUA  President Lisa

Alberghini, Haverhill Mayor
James Fiorentni, Congress-
woman Niki Tsongas, Housing

and Community Development .

Undersecretary Tina Brooks,
and Massachusetts State Sena-
tor Stephen Badour.

Also attending and recog-
nized at the ceremony was
Alfred Arcidi, the owner of
the old mill buildings which
recently became The Hayes.

The Hayes at Railroad
Square is comprised of three
ground floor commercial
spaces, as well as 700 o 1,500
square feet residential units,
which are a mix of reduced-rate
and market-rate units. Twenty-
four of the units will initially
be rental, butr will be sold for
home ownership at a reduced
or market rate within five to
ten years.

Alberghini is the president
of - “the ~ -archdiocese’s ~urban
affairs planning office, which
works for the development of
affordable housing, neighbor-
hood revitalization and hous-
ing advocacy. She recounted
how their effort to construct
affordable housing in Haverhill
began three years ago when the

city hosted a developers’ confer-
ence to make developers aware
of vacant properdes.

“They did" that because the
mayor wanted to encourage
developers to look at the city;,”
Alberghini said.

“It really was how proactive
the mayor and the city were,”
she continued. “This was a very
deliberative effort to revitalize
downtown.” - ’

Mayor Fiorentini agreed,
saying the project is part of
the “Haverhill Renaissance,” a
$150 million effort to attract
new businesses and infrastruc-
ture to the downtown area.

Fiorentini also spoke of civic
officials’ role in assisting their

The new Hayes at Railroad Square, developed by th
of mixed-income housing in. downtown Haverhill.

i

constituents.

“We're also doing this
because it is our high duty as
government officials to help
those less fortunare than us,”
he said. )

Tina Brooks, a state hous-
ing -official, said Gov. Deval
Patrick’s administration hopes
housing projects like The Hayes
at Railroad Square could be
built across the state. She also
linked the project‘to what she
calls the “Massachusetts recov-
ery,” with 65,000 jobs having
been added since September.

“We see where responding to

community need and opportu-
nity comes together for the bet-
terment of all,” Brooks said.

- - the" completion of the POUAs first
housing project in Haverhill.

“It gives, families a home they can

afford — a most basic- human need,”

mend

e Archdiocese’s Planning Office for Urban Affairs, will provide 57 units
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Sen. Badour discussed how
bis office helped secure $3.4
million in historic rehabilita-
tion tax credits towards financ-
ing the project.

“There’s nothing that is
more rewarding than being
able to be handed a set of keys
to your own home, to have a
place where youTre sleeping at
night,” Badour said.

Pundinig for the project came

Cardinal O*Malley said. “This devélop-

“ani-example of how communi-

desishould: be growing and serving the
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from a variety of state, local
and private sources including
banks, state housing agencies,
the United States Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and com-
munity development associa-
tions. Pinancing also included
federal low-income housing
tax credits, as well as state and
federal tax credits for historical
rehabilitation purposes.

The Hayes at Railroad
Square was constructed from
the former Charles Hayes
Building, two adjacent historic
mill buildings dating back to
1894 and 1911. The original
buildings were used for electri-
cal equipment manufacturing,
photo finishing and millwork
production.

Renovations on the old mill
buildings took about one year.

Reduced-rate apartments are
designated for people who earn
between 50 and 80 percent
of the median income for the
Haverhill area. Monthly rent
for such units is between $750
and $1,075 for one-bedroom
apartments and $900 to $1,275
for two-bedroom units.



