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~ This 12-foot
_statue of St.

_Josephwas
found dyring

“construction BY TOM DALTON
for the new. - .. STAFE WRITER. .

- apartment - SALEM — Eleven days
complex -~ - ago, while digging the foun. -
belng buift-at - _dation'of & new building on. .
the former Lafayette Street, construc-

. St.Joseph - : alion workers made a startbng
Church site. * scovery,
- The statuei a They found St. Jﬂseph ,

: PRI - Thelarge statue, which had

remnant of the

1011 - not, been seen-for.more- than
original 1911 _ f :
church, was . 60 years, was: ound :where
oMo e' din- it was long believed buried,
:9'2:" y In't’ under the parking lot.of the

. 1944 and lafer former St. Joseph Church.
burled on the . Over the years, its where-

?S‘te-m rt.esy ol ‘abouts, or.even existence;

’ had become the stuff of urban :
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Over the years, zts whereabouts, or
“even exzstence, had become the stuff of
urban legend Did it still exist after-all.

these yearsP Where was it burzea’P

' _legend Did it stﬂl exist after mentioned in a legal docu-

all these. years? Where wag ment governing redevelop-
itburied?. - ment of the site. -

“As church demolition and In 1911, the tmely detailed
redeVelopment plans moved statue of abearded St. Joseph
forward the past few years, had Jbeen placed between
several. longtnne parishio-_ the twin towers of a chuich
ners raised the issue of the built by French- Canadian.
statue. Its possiblé e:ustence 1mm1grants When -that

became s0 nnportant 1t was church was destroyed three . -

Workers fmdﬁ. statue of St J oseph

years later in the Salem Fire
‘'of 1914, all that remained
was’ the building's skeleton

— which, remarkably, st111_ -

included the statue.

. ..The giant sculpture stood -
. high in the church edifice for
30 years, titore than 100 feet’

above ground, 4 lone sentry
over aravaged religious site.
When it was taken down in
1944, a large crowd turned
ot to watch, Children posed

for photos.after the sfatue, . ‘

wrapped in heavy ropes, was
lowered to the ground by a
¢rane,

STATUE, Page 12

SET FOR

g, B S EE BN RS e, A




STATUE: Unearthed and reburled after 60 years

E Contmued from Pagel )

It was buned sometlme
before a new St. Joseph
Church opened in 1950.

Althecugh. there were no-

‘known records or photo-
graphs of the event, sev-
eral older panshmners salgi
they saw if being placed in
the ground and could even
point out the spof.

The Plannmg Office for

Urban Affairs, a developer.
" associated with the Catholic
Archdiocese of Boston, prom-

ised to record and rebury the
‘statue if it was found during

this winter’s demolition of St

Joseph Chirrch or construc:

tion of a four-story, $20 million .
affordable housing apartment *
_ complex now underway. ’

They used sonar and

ground-penetrating radar’
"last year in the search for the
statue, which was reported to-

- be12feet tall and weigh 6 tons.’

- tiont workers fo dig with eare.

" work, nothing was found and
even faithfil parishioners had .
“all but given up hope.
Andthenit happened —on_

But dfter several months of

Friday, May 8.
“It was the very,last footing

*for'the foundation” of the new.
: bmldmg said Lisa Alberghlm,

Courtesy photp

ity and church offlclals qathered last week for a small,
private ceremony to rebury the statue of St. Joseph, which -
‘was found beneath the parking fot at the former St. Joseph

Church property. .

president of the Plannmg
Office for Urban Affairs,

Tlmothy Murphy of Immacu—
late Conception Church and

The statue was completely Mayor Kim Driscoll.

uncovered by last Monday;

Surrounded by heavy

_ accordance with church 1aw |
" which requires religious
- artifacts to-be burned, bur-

ied or destroyed, according

to Alberghini,. The developer .

said the Archdiocese was
contacted prior to reburial.
A handful of church mem-

“Dbers witnessed the brief
.ceremony

“I'was 50 happy Iwas able

tosee it,” said Betty Richard,
-a longtime St. Joseph parish-

loner who works as the séc-

‘retary/cook in the St. James .

rectory “It was just : amazmg
"It was in one piece.” ]

‘The only visible damage,. |

."she said, wasa chipped nose
and broken fleur-de-lis in St..
. Joseph’s hands. ~ --

‘Under a legal agreement,

the developer took archival -

photos and recérded! other.

details before burying ita"

short distance from where

and put back in the earth equipment and the noise of - it was found. X was moved

Jjust as quickly, possibly to

avoid reigniting the contro-

ig 15, .versy that dogged this proj- -
They even cautioned construc:™

ect through years of legal:

-challenges and this winter’s

church demolition, which
drew a few protesters.
Last Tuesday, the statue

- ‘was reburied in a private cer-

emony aftended by a small

- group ¢f invited guests that

included the Rev. Lawrence
Rondeau, the former pas-
for of St. Joseph; the Rev,
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construction, Rondeau said
prayers and others spoke. |

and it’s wonderful and appro-

priate to horior him today at.

this active construction site
where we are working to build
new homes ... up out of this
ground, for people in need,”
Alberghini said, actording to
notes of her remarks. :

Rondeau was away yester-'

‘day and could not be reached.

The statue was interred inf

“St. Josephwas a carpenter;..

by construction- -equipment
“'to' what will be the courtyard
of the u-shaped apartment
‘complex. .

While digging Iast week,
workers also-found the cor-

nerstone of the 1911 church, .

which will be placed in the
landscaped courtyard not far
from the recently reinterred
statue of St. Joseph which,:

this mystery, is safely back

in the ground

T TUESDAY, MAY14
PE'Aaoov-celebratethebeneﬁtsof

' planting, 4 to'8 p.m;, James Street Park,
: T James St. Volunteers from Northeast
: Nursery Inc. and Brian Stone Landscape
: of Peabody present a public planting
© as part of the “Don't Just Stand There®
¢ PLANT SOMETHING!" “campaign, which
: seeks to get more people to enjoy gar:’
: demng and support local, independent
| nurseries, garden centers, landscapers
¢ and growers. Event includes a.special
; dedication ceremony in memory of
» Edward G. Chimief, a World War I} Bronze -
! Star recipient nicknamed “ir. Peabody
! Little League,” followed by a ribbor-cut-
: ting ceremony for the new James Street
Playground addition, then a public pfant-
 ing. www, plantsomethingma.org/Mayls..
{. SALEM: Preservation Awards and

Lecture; 5:30 p.m., Salem Five Commu-
nity Room, 210 Essex St. Historic Salem

{ Inc. wilf hold-its 69th annual meefing,
+featuring a feception with light refresh

ments at 5:30 p.m., 2 business meeting at
& pam., folfowed by a preseritation of HSf's
2013 Preservation Awards and a lecture
3y Anthony Flint, fellow and director of

Wildlife Sanctuary, 87 Perkins Row. Learn
how to canoe or brush up on skills, ur-
ing a twilight paddie, explore areas of the
Inswich River Wildlife Sanctuary that aren't
‘normally open for canoeing. Close-up
~views of matsh birds, beavers, muskrats,
otters and more. Necessary equipment
and basic instruction provided. $32/adut,-
$28/Mass Audubon members. Registration
véquired at 978-887-9264.

- SALEM: Mack Park Melghborhood,
Associatlon Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Moose -
Hall, 50 Grove St. Features Chief Paul
Tucker of the Salem Police ‘Department

rd:scuss:ng community safety and ways to-
_help provide safety {0 neighborhoods in

light of the recent events in Boston. Also,
updates- by Councilor Paul Prevey and

MPNA Chairperson Rosemary 0'Connof. .
-mackpark org or mackparkorg@gmail.com.

. HAMILTON: “Raising Financially -assist with fundraising events, media and ’
.Respons'ble Children,” 7 to 8 p.m, Ham-

itton-Wenham Public Library, 14 Union St. A
program for parents of children ages 2 to 18,

“presented by Caleb Harty, 2 financial planner
with New York Life. Harty will offer tips on

how to encourage children to be “thought-
ful savers, careful spenders and intentional.

-aivprs ” Rasarua 3 enat fa ancitca 2 handnot

Hightand Ave. Features Lynn Gafti Wal--
ton, director of cardiac and putmonary -
.an adjunct professpr at Salem State tni-

versity, presents an exploration of the

‘rehabilitation services at Union Hospital,
presenting “Cardovascular Risk Factors ~
Learning How to Manage Can Help you Live
Better” May is National High Blood Pres-
stire Month, and lowering stress level can

help reduce the risk of heart disease and-
stroke. Refreshments served. New men?-w.

hers welcome, 978-825-6286.

PEABQBY: Gofden Age Club meeting,
12:45 pam, Torigian Community Life Center,
76 Central St. Everyone age 60 and ahove
is invited to attend and join the cfub, Tick-

ets for the-June 5 banquet will bé on sale,

and details of special summer events and
frips will be outlined. Refreshments served.

BEVERLY: Homecoming Meeting,
5:30 p.an., Beverly. Cooperative Bank,
254 Catiot St. Yolunteers are needed to

“Website information.

730 pam, Swampscott Public Library, 61 Bur-
£ifl St. Teens can participate by themselves
or with a team of friends. Newman's Bakery
is donating undecorated cupcakes and half-
moons. Celebrity judge Austin Sagan and

nthar h af Hha € FYRt S N

England.” 7 to 8 p . Ham‘[ton-Wenham :

Public Library, 14 Union St. Mae Taylor,

common sharks of New England and the'

‘{esser—known ones, as wellThere will be’

time for.questions. Free. Suitable for cmr-

trenages 8 and older. www. hwlibraryorg. |

SALEM: Seven Lectures at Seven

oring Nathaniel Hawthorne and his fiter-

ary works. Kimberly Bizjak wil explore the |

parannrma! side of Safem’s history. Learn
the hxstory and theory of ghost huntmg.
debunking and- equipment. Bizjak wilf

share hér'speoky findirigs in Salem, and’ |
.- maybe find some more dyririg the [ecture

www.Igablesorg.

54 3. Main St. Northeast Reglon Cultural
Resources specialist for The Trustees of

Reservations Susan Hill Dolan will pres |

ent At in the Landscape: Three Major
Sculptors at Castie Hill” The fecture will
explore three majcr Amencan artrsts whu '

w—tto

. IPSWICH: Wednesday Evenlng Lec— i
" ture Series, 7:30 pm, Ipswich Museum,
- SWAMPSCOTT: Cupcake Wars, 630 to

s vaav s LU pLUPTLLY.

. Route 114. The forme

taurant building has
demolished. .
The push todevelop
10 acres in the wester
of town dates back gj

- 10 years. At one time -
‘called for 11 building
. the sife, a_proposal

led-to years of controy
The condos were n
built, however, and

' ANDREWS:
for candic

W Continued frdm Pag:

needs to vote on the con

extension.
The main reason fox

_contréct extension is tc

through next year’s bu

-season and give ‘select
time to conduct the sean
‘which could include And
‘as a candldate Whitt:
| saxd. e

- Andrews, the former W

<ham town admxmmx'ator,
-hired on an inferim b

to replace outgomg T
Administrator Jeff Chelg
Andrews’. original ¢ont

“went through August 2612
. was later extended to Jun

. Andrews could not

‘reached . for comm
- yesterday.

after.all these year's and all I
| unlikely 4 town adminis
-tor search would be ¢

‘Whittaker® said it

pleted before the buc

) .process gears up inthe £

~. “We thouglit it was im’

tant to have consistent It
- ership through thaf proce
Whittaker said. “The t«
- ddministrator is certai
-an important part int
,process i

. He adm1tted the sea
is starting later than ant

Gables: Paranormal Salem, 7 pm, The | Pated as the town worl

House of the Seven. Gables, 165 Derby St. -
- Part of Gables’ annuat lecture’ series hon-

thr_ough some more press
issues, such as hiring a ¢

" stiltant firmto get the tc

through the budget séaso;

the wake of the resignat

of Paula Bartlett, the fow
ﬁnance director. . -
* Selectmen also held off

I the town's Governmient St

Committee develaped arep
which could have include

" recommended change to-
. administrator’s positicn

‘The online petition star

by resident Michelle B
-ley asks seléetmento [
.| together a search comn



