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An affordable-housing devel-
opment on the site in Brookline
where John F. Kennedy was bap-
tized might finally, after more
than six years of public debate and
a court settlement, break ground
this fall.

Key to.the resuscitation of St. .

Aidan’s — a 59-unit condominium

and apartment project that has -

been a long-running source of con-
troversy — was $1.6 million in fed-
eral and town housing funds con-
trolled by the Board of Selectmen.
The board voted unanimously

‘late last month to approve the

funding, though some members
had said years ago that they would

never spend another penny on the .

project.

At public hearings last month,
.opponents contended that the
board should have held the line, or
never started down the path of re-

-development.

“This is a place full of home
and dreams and spirit”said Patri-
cia Connors, a resident who has
fought for years to save the histor-
ic church. “Tt should serve a public
purpose, to honor Kennedy’s his-
toric pldce in the town, the nation,
and the world.”

Weighing in by e-mail was resi-
dent Jacqueline Baurn, who wrote,
“I am troubled by Brookline’s con-
tinuing policy to throw good mon-
ey after bad”

But most urged the board to
move ahead. The alternative, ma-
ny said, would be worse — a large.
development built under Chapter
40B, which exempts a develop-
meut from local zoning ordi-
nances if at least 20 percent of the
housing units meet the state’s cri-
teria for being affordable.

“Because of our rising cost of
real estate, we are losing our diver-
sity;” said Gil Hoy, chairman of the
Board of Selectmen. “Our police
and fire personnel, our teachers

" used to live in town. Now they are

unable to do so”

Ann Stitt, a former sacristan at
St. Aldan’s Church, noted how far
the project had come from the'de-
veloper’s initial 140-unit behe-
moth, which would have demol-
ished the church building.

As carrently proposed, there

would ba 36 units — condos and
rentals — classified as affordable
in a new, five-story building; nine
Twmry units in the former church;
and 14 market-rate townhouses in

two buildings. Parking would be_

underground o preserve open
space and ah old copper béech
tree. Proponents say it would cre-
ate more affordable housing in
Brookline than any other pmJect
in decades.

Prices for the below-market
units are estimated to range from
$147,600 for one-bedroom units
to $225,000 for a two-bedroom
unit. The luxury units are expect-
ed to sell for $975,000 to $1.5 mil-
lion.

Last month’s vote brings the to-
tal contribution of federal and lo-
cal funds to $6.12 million, inciud-
ing $3.8 million from the town’s
Housing Trust. These funds will
help the developer cover shortfalls
resulting from such factors as de-
lays and rising material costs.

Housing advocates say that the
$36 million development, sched-
uled to be finished in 2010, is still
a good investment of Housing
Trust funds, which are raised
mostly through a so-called linkage
fee charged to developers of small-

er projects (six to 15 units) that do
not include affordable housing.

“This is an extensive housing
collaboration between the town,
the neighbors, and the developer?”
said Roger Blood, the Housing Ad-
visory Board’s chairman. “This
could have been a much larger
408 project,'but we have saved
open space, the historic St. Aidan’s
church building, and a treasured
beech tree, put parking under-
ground, and gotien 36 affordable
units, or more than 60 percent of
the total”

Blood said the development
will not deplete the Housing Trust,
which still has $5 million and ex-
pects nearly $2 million in linkage
fees over the next two years.

Aceording to advisory board
merber Steve Heikin, it has been
difficult to find projects in which
to invest trust funds. The only oth-
er substantial project on the hori-
zon is an affordable development
on town land at Fisher Hill, which
has also been mrired i in controversy
for years.

Some speakers at last month’s
hearings questioned the funding.

“P've heard many promises that
this project would not come back
for more money,” said Regina
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A deszgr er’s view of the former St. Aidan’s in Brookline after it is converted into luxury condos.

Frawley, a Town Meeting member.
“Will this be the end of the hand-
outs?” )

Lisa Alberghini, director of the
Planning Office for Urban Affairs,
said she does not expect more
overruns. Founded by the Archdi-
ocese of Boston, the planning of-
fice is a private, nenprofit organi-
zation committed to building
affordable housing.

Alberghini said construction
was ready to begin in the summer
of 2005, but was delayed by litiga-
tion. About 75 residents filed a
lawsuit in September 2005 to chal-
lenge the design and prevent the
town from contributing $1 million
1o the project. The case was settled
last fall.

In the meantime, costs in-
creased 13 percent, Alberghini
said. She noted that in return for
the $6 million in assistance, the
town would see the 36 units kept
affordable in perpetuity.

“This development has accom-
modated quite a variety of agen-
das,” said Frank Caro, a Town
Meeting member from the neigh-
borhood. “The costs escalated
while we engaged in a prolonged
public process. This is Brookline.
We live by process”



