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ass marks 30th anniversary of
he death of Archbishop Sheen

NEW YORK (CNS) — The purpose of i ; .,
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen’s philosophy and The b/eSS/ng of the ‘babies

theology, radio and TV programs, books, arti-
cles, retreats and conferences was “to help us
discover the purpese of life — eternal union
with God,” said Archbishop Timothy M.
Dolan of New York.

“His pivotal insight, central to revelation,
was that Jesus Christ was the way to heaven,
the truth about how to get there, the life we
hope to share for all eternity,” he said a hom-
ily Dec. 9 at St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

The archbishop was the principal celebrant
of 2 Mass-at the cathedral to commemorate
the 30th anniversary of the death of Arch-

bishop Sheen.
Masses were celebrated in all 50 states and
in 35 countries — including Pakistan, Fiji

and the Czech Republic — to mark the anni-
versary and to promote the late archbishop’s
cause for canonization, formally opened by
the Vatican in 2003.

In New York, Archbishop Dolan wasjoined
by cardinals, bishops and priests from around
the U.S. and abroad, including Bishop Dan-
iel R. Jenky of Peoria, Ill., Archbishop Sheen’s
home diocese; Msgr. Stanley Deptula, execu-
tive director of the Archbishop Fulton John
Sheen Foundation, based in Peoria; and Msgr.
John E. Kozar, national director of the pontif-
ical missionary societies in the United States.

‘The body of the late archbishop, who was
an auxiliary bishop of New York from 1951-
65, is interred in the crypt of St. Patricks

See Mass marks 30th anniversary..., page 12

Housing the poor: Planning Office marks 40 years of mission
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A girl holds a figurine of baby Jesus as Pope Benedict XVI leads the Angelus prer from the windew of his apartment overlooking St. 5
Peter’s Square at the Vatican Dec. 13. The square was packed with children and families who brought their Nativity figurines to be blessed
by the pope. See the pope’s address, page 15. CNS/Paul Haring

By Jim Lockwoop

BOSTON — When Boston city
planners in the 1960s and 1970s acted
upon their vision of urban renewal —

razing lower-class neighborhoods to
make way for businesses, in the hopes of
revitalizing city life — officials from the
Archdiocese of Boston countered with
a vision of their own. They launched a

new office that would be charged with

establishing permanent housing for

lower and moderate income people.
Forty years' later, the archdiocese’s

Planning Office for Urban Affairs
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- Documentary feat :
i St'; Patrick's in Lawrence
. toaironPBS.Page 9.

(POUA) is still advancing that mission
of making quality housing available to
those who might otherwise not able to
afford ir.

See Housing the poor..., page 4
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North Ridge in Beverly was one of the office’s first developments, completed in 1975.
Pilot photo/ Courtesy Planning Office for Urban Affairs

in Boston's South End.
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provides 184 units of housing

Pilot photo/ Courtesy Planning Office for Urban Affairs

Housing the poor: Planning Office marks 40 years of mission

Continued from page 1

“Other social justice min-
istries do address the housing
needs at the emergency hous-
ing or temporary housing shel-
ter level,” said Lisa ‘Alberghini,
POUA president. “What we
hadn’t covered, and what Car-
dinal (Richard) Cushing had
the vision to see was that this
was part of the Church’s mis-
sion, to provide permanent,
affordable housing.” .

To date, the POUA has
created over 2,400 afford-
able housing units in eastern
Massachusetts, according to
Alberghini.

“During Advent, the Holy
Family was homeless. They were
looking for room in the inn,”
said Cardinal Sedn P O’Malley
at a Dec. 10 reception celebrat-
ing the office’s anniversary. “For
the last 40 years, the Planning
Office has been making room
in the inn for 10,000 different
people.”

The Planning Office was
established in 1969 by Cardi-
nal Cushing and Msgr. Michael
Groden, its first director. Msgr.
Groden served for 32 years
before Alberghini took the
helm. The office was formed
when Boston was undergoing
urban renewal, which included
leveling urban neighborhoods,
such as in the South and West
Ends.

“Part of the urban planning
belief of the day (was) that we
need to get rid of these dense
urban communities and make
way for businesses. The reality
was that it didn’t work out that
way,” Alberghini said. “Msgr.
Groden and Cardinal Cushing
were supportive of a ‘new Bos-
ton,’” a vision to bring Boston
into a new century and create
more businesses. Then they

realized that, at the same time
that was happening, people
were being thrown out of their
homes.”

At first, Alberghini said, the
office pioneered housing coop-
eratives, in which residents
jointly own the property and in
turn get to live in a single unit.

“That was an unusual thing
we established in the state,” she
said.

However, financing poli-
cies changed and prompted a
switch in focus to family and
mixed-income housing.

“Cooperative  housing  is
more challenging to finance
these days,” Alberghini said.
“As the financing programs
have evolved, weve evolved
along with them.”

These developments house
residents with a range of
incomes, with roughly one-
third being low income,
another third classified as mod-
erate income, and the remain-
der being residents who pur-
chased units at market rate.

The profits from the market-
rate units subsidize the cost of
the low and moderate income
affordable units.

Some of the office’s successes
in family and mixed-income
developments include Roll-
ins Square, near the Cathedral
of the Holy Cross in Boston’s
South End and a community at
the former St. Joseph Parish in
Salem.

“That formula of one-third,
one-third, one-third is what we
would always like to be able to
achieve because that’s an evenly
economically diverse commu-
nity,” Alberghini said. How-
ever, she noted that ratio is not
always possible because of mar-
ket conditions.

The office also has built
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affordable elderly housing units
and units for those with HIV/
AIDS. Elderly units include
Rose Hill Manor in Biller-
ica, St. Mary’s Apartments in
Waltham, the D’Youville apart-
ments in Lowell, and St. John
of God in Brighton. St. John
of God also serves those with
HIV/AIDS and their families.
In this decade alone, the
office has completed eight
developments, with three more
slated for completion by 2010.
“In recent years, despite a
very challenging economy, they
have completed a record num-
ber of housing units,” Cardinal
O’Malley said. “We're proud
to know that the Church,

Planning Office presidnt Lisa lbefghini is |cture with Cardinal Sean P.
O’Malley at the office’s 40th anniversary celebration Dec. 10.

Pilot photo/ Gregory L. Tracy

through the office, is one of the
most successful and produc-
tive affordable housing devel-
opment organizations in the
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts.”

Although the focus changed
from cooperatives to mixed-
income housing over the years,
the POUATs focus on advocat-
ing for effective housing legisla-
tion and working on behalf of
Chapter 40B legislation have
not changed.

Chapter 40B is a state law
that requires towns to do their
“fair share in providing afford-
able housing for people in
need,” according to Alberghini.
It is on this front that the office

has met the most opposition.

During its efforts to con-
struct St. Aidan’s in Brookline,
the office was sued by a neigh-
bor opposed to these low-
income rental units.

“In Brookline, the people of
more modest means come into
town in the morning, they wait
on everybody else and serve
them, and they have to leave
at night because they cannot
afford to live there,” Alberghini
said. “The idea is, and the idea
of the Church’s work in hous-
ing, was that people ought to
be able live where they work
and they should be able to live
in all communities.”

“The Church was one of the
main movers behind compre-
hensive permit law that says
each community will do its
own share of housing people in
need,” she added.

Alberghini said the work
is more than simply building
homes.

“It’s an education kind of
effort as much as anything,”
Alberghini said. “Part of the
ministry and the work is as
much about having people
understand who their neigh-
bors are and welcome them as
it is just building the bricks and
mortar.”

Currently, the POUA is
working with local non-profit
agencies to allow residents of
temporary shelters to transi-
tion into permanent homes,
Alberghini said. i

“If our office wasnt here,
there would be no capability
of the Church to help pro-
vide for that next step hous-
ing,” Alberghini added. “What
everyone really needs is a per-
manent home that they can
afford, and then you can get on
with your life.”



