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Walsh joins mayors at Vatican vowing
to tackle climate change, poverty A

By CatnoLic NEws SERVICE

SR S , Youth celebrate faith at Steubenville East Conference

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Bos-
ton Mayor Marty Walsh joined more
than 60 mayors at the Vatican July 21
to pledge they will take real action and
lead the fight on their streets to address
climate change and extreme poverty.

Pope Francis told the mayors that
they were important because they were
at the “grass roots” and could make con-
crete changes and put pressure on lead-
ers above them.

The pope spoke briefly off-the-cuff
in Spanish July 21 after the mayors at-
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slavery and climate change, sponsored
by the pontifical academies of sciences
and social sciences in the Vaticans
synod hall.

The academies invited the leaders
to share best practices, to sign a decla-  ~
ration recognizing that climate change
and extreme poverty are influenced by
human activity, and to pledge to pursue
low-impact development to make cit-
ies “socially inclusive, safe, resilient and
sustainable.”

The pope told his audience, “We re-
ally have to involve the United Nations
in these things” and make sure it takes
“a very strong position on-this issue, es-
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“I really do hope that a fundamental,
basic agreement is reached” at the U.N.
climate summit in Paris in December, he
added.

Mayor Walsh, speaking to Boston
Herald Radio July 21 after the meeting,
said that the pope “was really down to
Earth.”

“He just spoke regular language and it
really was incredible. ... He talked a lot
about global warming and preserving the
environment for the future generations.
And then he got into human trafficking,
and so, these are two issues that, you
know, we can’t just talk about. We have
to work on resolving and actually making
a difference on,” he said.

“He was basically saying to us that he’s
depending upon mayors of cities around
the world to deal with these two issues,”
the mayor told Herald Radio.

Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu of New
Orleans told Catholic News Service,
“There is a vivid recognition that mayors
are key players in changing how policies that have be-
fore now been spoken about across nations are actually
applied on the streets of the cities. Mayors are actually
responsible for getting things done.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio of New York City said in his
speech, “It’s increasingly clear that we local leaders of
the world have many tools and that we must use them
boldly even as our national governments hesirate.”

Landrieu told CNS that he was looking forward to
hearing what other mayors were doing to make cities
more resilient and “get a practical guide on climate
change” When Hurricane Katrina hit 10 years ago,
he said, his city became “the canary in the coal mine”
showing the world how extreme weather associated
with climate change can devas-
tate a major city.

A number of mayors said g-l-?
that their countries and cities
are still learning about the ac-
tual extent and seriousness of
modern-day slavery and human
trafficking and therefore found
it helpful the Vatican invited
two former victims to tell their
stories.
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Boston Mayor Marty Walsh smiles to photographers in the Synod Hall prior to the start of a con-
ference on Modern Slavery and Climate Change at the Vatican, July 21.

Francis’ recent encyclical on creation “holds individu- ;

als accountable for the fate of our planet, but it rightly
asks the most of governments.”

People are being “pushed by the highest moral au-
thority to take the next step, no matter how challeng-
ing it appears to be,” he said.

Mayor Gregor Robertson of Vancouver, British
Columbia, told CNS that'governments are not ac-
customed to hearing spiritual leaders speak so cou-
rageously and effectively about social and ecological
ills. ; : o
It’s not out of place for the pope to add his voice
to the political debate because “we all have a moral
responsibility to speak out when we see injustice and a
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planet in peril” and take real action, he said.

California Gov. Jerry Brown said in his speech that
there is “fierce opposition and blind inertia” to moving
away from dependence on petroleum and coal. And,
he said, “that opposition is well financed — hundreds
of millions of dollars are going into propaganda, to
falsifying the scientific record, bamboozling people of
every country.”

Mayor Kagiso Thutlwe of Gaborone,
Botswana, told CNS that he disagrees
with claims that radically reducing green-
house gas emissions will hurt develop-
ment.

“There was a period when our fore-
fathers didn’t know anything about de-
velopment,” he said. That changed when
outside assistance brought in modern
methods “and this development is now
making us be engaged with the world”
and getting his people access to new tech-
nologies, he said.

In fact, Thutlwe said he sees pub-
lic-private partnerships as being key to
growing a more “green” development, for
example by partnering with solar-panel
companies to exploit his country’s abun-
dance of sunshine and get needed elec-

tricity to more people.

Mayor Angela Brown-Burke of Kings-
ton, Jamaica, told CNS that if local peo-
ple have no options, they will continue to
use polluting fuels.

“People aren't stubborn. They are try-
ing to make a living,” she said. “They say, If I need fuel,
don' tell me not to cut down my trees because that’s the

only way I am going to be able to cook my food.””

Communities will need to provide the alternatives

if any of the environmental awareness campaigns are
going to work, she said.

On the topic of trafficking, Brown-Burke said that

- “as’ an- individual“who “is'from "enslaved people, it is

extremely important for us to understand:the legacy

. that we have and to ensure that no one else has to go

through that again.” '
Today’s slavery is much worse, she said, because to-
day’s “chains are invisible, theyre in your mind in a

sense and they are just as real if not worse.”
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Mayor Tony Chammany of
Kochi, India, told CNS his re-
gion faces huge problems with
forced organ donations. Even
though there are strict laws
against such crimes, the prob-
lem “is corruption at the level of
governance. We have laws, but
who is going to enforce them?”
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mand investments, and so to-
day’s financial crisis is hindering
greater efforts.

But it is really “a question
of priorities,” he said. Govern-
ments must make the environ-
ment and social problems a top
priority in public spending.
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